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       DISCOVER THIS ANCIENT LAND THROUGH YOUR EYES

Itinerary ARMENIA and KHARABAGH
                                                           June 30 – July 13, 2010
	DAY 1 – June 30 – WEDNESDAY - arrival at Zvartnots Airport  - Yerevan
          Transfer to the  Hotel, Check  in,  unpack, rest

	DAY 2 – July 1 – THURSDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served
YEREVAN CITY TOUR  
Republic Square main square with the most attractive architecture;  National History  Museum,
“Victory”  Park with fascinating view of Yerevan and  the whole city will be seen spread at the foot 

of gorgeous  Mt. Ararat; Mesrop Mashtots avenue, Cascade , Bagramyan   Avenue “The 
avenue that never sleeps” with the Presidential Palace, Academy of   Sciences, National Parliament; 

Opera Theater;  Tsitsernakaberd memorial and museum to the   1915 Genocide, one of the most 

impressive monuments in Yerevan; Lunch in Yerevan - Armenian Traditional Restuarant  

	DAY 3  -  July 2 – FRIDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served
 Visit to Lake Sevan – the emerald of Armenia, a beauty under the sky. Lake Sevan is considered to  

             be one of the biggest lakes in the world with sweet water situated at the altitude of 1,897 meters  

             above sea level. Noraduz – the forest of Cross stones (Khachkars)
             Gorgeous view to Lake Sevan is opened from the peninsula atop which Sevan  Monastery is nicely  

             nestled dating to 9th  century  Lunch in Sevan 
             We continue our way to Dilijan – a piece of Switzerland in Armenia – Tufenkyan’s Work Shop and      

             Art Show rooms (meeting with masters)

            Goshavank  Monastery and Cross Stones are remarkable due to their special type of handcraft          

            work, called as  "needle- made"- the pride of Armenian architecture; 

	DAY 4 – July 3 – SATURDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served
Mesrop Mashtots' Matenadaran: institute of Ancient Manuscripts in Yerevan,  is one of the richest 

 depositories of manuscripts and books in the world;
          Vernissage – outdoor market featuring hand made arts and crafts – Lunch in Yerevan


	DAY 5 – July 4 – SUNDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served
The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin /301-303 AD/  is the pre-eminent  center of authority in the 

 worldwide Armenian Apostolic Church and the residence of the Catholicos of All Armenians – 

 DIVINE LITURGY - Treasury Museum; Churches  of  Virgin Hripsime  and  Gayane; Lunch in  

            Etchmiadzin



	DAY 6  – July 5 – MONDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served 
          Garni the rare pre-Christian Pagan monument  maintained in Armenia; wonderful canyon of Garni, 

where you can see magnificent sheer vertical cliffs, which look manmade; Geghard - Cave monastery  
architectural complex in the 12-13th century-cut in one monolithic rock; Lunch


	DAY 7 – July 6 – TUESDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 - Breakfast served – Check out

Visit to Khor Virap Monastery (St.Gregory the Illuminator’s underground pit) – Amazing view of  Mt. Ararat –  Areni Wine Factory - Noravank monastery – unrepeatable view of the nature – Lunch in Noravank; 
Enjoy a shorter walk today in the town of Sisian to Karahunge- 7000-year-old Observatory, the 

“twin” of the English Stonehenge but more ancient; clouded in mystery, the ancient stone circle of 

Karahunge is an amazing feat of engineering and the most important pre-historic site in Armenia,  

but beyond its archeological  significance and possible astronomical role, Karahunge is also holds 

a mystical charm. Karahunge continues to enthrall the imagination and captivate the heart of every visitor.

CHECK IN-Dinner-Overnight in Goris

	DAY 8 – July 7 – WEDNESDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 - Breakfast served – Check out

Datev Monastery…Lunch in Datev-after a short stop by the entrance of the Syunik region we will arrive in Stepanakert - the capital of the Republic of Mountainous Kharabagh.  CHECK IN

Dinner  and overnight in the hotel of Stepanakert.

	DAY  9   - July 8 – THURSDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 - Breakfast served 

The second day of the journey begins with a tour of Stepanakert. One of the highlights of the tour will be the  Artsakh State Museum, where a selection of ancient and Christian manuscripts are on display; A short walk towards the hill offers you a view superb landscapes and the famous monument called “We Are Our Mountains”; Lunch 
We will depart for Gandzasar by the impressive mountainous road to a highly artistic monumental monastery which has long attracted the attention of many specialists. 
Charles Dill, professor of Sorbonne University, called it "the pearl of architectural art"; 
Dinner   and overnight in the hotel of Stepanakert.


	DAY 10 –  July 9  – FRIDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 - Breakfast served - Check out from the Hotel

On the way back to Yerevan, you will see the “Tank” Liberation Monument. It is a restored tank 
dedicated to the capture of the town of Shushi, also  known as "Eagles Nest", which is the next stop.  

Shushi is surrounded on three sides by deep canyons, and is home to Ghazanchetsots Cathedral - a 

massive structure with a white stone facade that dominates its surroundings and remains a silent 

witness of the destructions of the last war. 

Lunch will be served in a picturesque setting on the bank of Arpa river. 

Return Yerevan – CHECK IN


	DAY 11 – July 10 –  SATURDAY -  9.00 – 10.00 – Breakfast served  
FREE DAY in Yerevan


	DAY 12 –  July 11– SUNDAY - 9.00 – 10.00 - Breakfast served
Ashtarak – where you can find numerous churches  or various ancient buildings at any step;        
Oshakan – the most famous as the last resting place of  Mesrop Mashtots – LITURGY- Mughni -  
 traditional table/lavash making: “Eat thy bread with joy”; Lunch – Picnic;  Artashavan – New           

Complex of Armenian  Letters: “It is difficult to express the deep feeling  Armenians have for their  language, which many regard as the lifeblood of their culture”; 


	DAY  13 – July 12 – MONDAY
Armen Carpet Factory  and Show room - which  brings together time-honored traditions and a rang 
of exquisite aesthetics to create objects of art for  modern living, 

 Pak Shuka  - a covered bazaar where  you can taste the rich yield of our Blessed Ground such   as           
 luscious fresh and dried fruits, flavorsome  vegetables and delicacies Famous Grand Candy Store -  

 where you can taste “PONCHIK” – the unique Armenian Doughnut; 

Evening: Farewell Party Dinner


	DAY 14 – July 13  – TUESDAY 

             TRANSFER to Airport




· Tentative, may have minor changes
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